A convenient and general route to the synthesis of 3,5-diaryl-2-(3H)-oxazolones has been developed. A number of hitherto unreported oxazolones have been prepared in almost quantitative yields. The structure of all these compounds have been characterised b y IR , and elemental analysis and couple of them by NMR spectra. A ttem pt to extend this novel method to the synthesis o f higher ring homologue, 1,3-oxazine, however, has not met with success.
chloride in 25 ml of anhydrous chloroform was refluxed for 6 hours. The reaction mixture was washed with 5% NaHC0 3 solution, water and then dried (Na2S0 4 ). Removal of solvent afforded 2.0 g crude material which on recrystallisation from chloroform-petroleum ether (40-60 °C) yielded 1.72g (72.6%) of off-white needles; m.p. 138-139 °C.
Typical syntheses of 3,5-diaryl-2-(3H)-oxazolones (Tables II and III). The various oxazolones (2a-2k)
were synthesized by the treatment of the amides 1 with bases e.g. triethyl amine, alcoholic KOH, methanolic NaOMe and Amberlite resin, IR 400 (hydroxyl form). Typical examples are given below : 
3-(4'-C hlorophenyl)-5-phenyl-2-(3H )-oxazolone (2 c)

a )
With triethylam ine: To 0.39 g (1 mmol) of lc in 25 ml of benzene was added 2 ml of triethylamine. The mixture was refluxed for 4 hours on a waterbath. It was diluted with benzene, washed with cold water and then dried (Na2S 0 
5-Phenyl-2-(3H )-oxazolone (3)
A solution of 1.72 g of co-aminoacetophenone hydrochloride10 in 4 ml of water was taken in a 3-necked flask fitted with a mechanical stirrer and two dropping funnels and was cooled to 0 °C with ice-salt mixture. 2.5 ml of trichloroacetyl chloride in 20 ccm of ether and 15 ccm of 20% sodium bi carbonate solution were placed in the dropping funnels. The acid chloride and the bicarbonate solutions were introduced into the reaction flask dropwise and simultaneously keeping the mixture vigorously stirred throughout the reaction period. 
